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DEFINITIONS 
 
AUDIO: 
 ONE-WAY AUDIO – An audio communication from the instructor to the student 

where the student cannot provide an audio response (e.g. radio, audiotape). 
 
 TWO-WAY AUDIO – A conference, most frequently used over the telephone 

between two or more remote locations with live, audio transmission. 
 
CENSUS DATA – Each campus shall report fall and spring semester enrollments for 
degree credit students based on the number of students enrolled on the twentieth 
scheduled class day of the fall and spring semesters. 
 
CD ROM – Communications using a compact disc with read-only-memory. 
 
COMBO – A combination of any of the delivery methods with no one method providing 
50% or more of instruction. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE – An independent study course in which all communications 
between the instructor and student is accomplished through the mail or fax. Instruction 
is given by means of a course syllabus, textbooks, video and audio cassette, and 
additional reference and instructional materials. 
 
CREDIT HOUR – The unit by which an institution measures its course work for 
application towards a degree. Historically, each credit hour involves 15 or 16 fifty-minute 
periods of instruction per semester, or the equivalent. 
 
DEGREE CREDIT – All instructional activities that can be applied toward college 
degree or credit based remedial courses taken by a degree seeking student as reported 
to IPEDS. 
 
DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES – Developmental courses are basic academic skills 
courses designed to prepare students to complete regular academic degree-credit 
courses. Effective with the Fall 2010 term, all NDUS courses numbered less than 100 
and English 100 and Math 101 and 102 are developmental courses. Developmental 
courses may count toward a student's full-time course load. Math 102 may be used to 
meet degree credit requirements in certificate, diploma and A.A.S. programs. 
 
DUPLICATED COUNT – An enrollment count in which an individual student may be 
counted more than once because they are enrolled in more than one medium (e.g. face 
to face, correspondence, IVN) or on more than one campus. 
 
E-LEARNING – Courses delivered through a technological medium. This category 
includes audio, video, cd rom and internet delivery of courses and excludes 
correspondence and face to face off campus. 
 



 

 

ENROLLED STUDENTS – SBHE Policy 440 defines enrolled students as students who 
are registered for classes as of the 20th day of the term. SBHE Policy 830.1 requires all 
registered students to have paid tuition and fees or made arrangements to pay no later 
than the 12th day of the term. 
 
FACE-TO-FACE – This term is used to describe the traditional classroom environment 
where the instructor and students are physically located in the same place. 
 
FACE-TO-FACE OFF CAMPUS – Describes the traditional classroom setting where the 
instructor and students are physically located in the same place in an off campus 
location. 
 
CAMPUS HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT – Number of students enrolled at the 
institution following the twentieth day of classes of the term. Each student equals one 
headcount, regardless of credit hours taken. 

 
FULL-TIME ENROLLMENTS – Number of headcount students enrolled at the 
institution following the twentieth day of classes of the term who are taking twelve or 
more credit hours. 
 
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT ENROLLMENT BASED ON STUDENT CREDIT 
HOURS – The total accumulative student credit hours by campus divided by the 
following: 

 Undergraduate 15 credit hours (100-400 number 
courses) 

 Graduate 12 credit hours (500 and above number 
courses) 

 Professional Same as headcount — Law and 
Medicine 

   

 
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT ENROLLMENT OF PART-TIME STUDENTS – The 
student credit hours accumulated at the undergraduate level divided by 15 plus the 
student credit hours accumulated at the graduate level divided by 12.  Every 
professional student is counted as one FTE student. 

 
PART-TIME STUDENTS – The headcount enrollment of students enrolled for fewer 
than 12 credit hours. 

 
INTERACTIVE VIDEO NETWORK (IVN) – A video conferencing network that provides 
two-way audio and two-way video allowing the teacher and students to be in different 
locations yet see and hear each other. 
 
INTERNET: 
 ONLINE – Courses, discussions, or other communications occurring in an 

electronic format via the Internet. 
 



 

 

 ASYNCHRONOUS INTERNET – Online interaction occurring independent of time 
or location, e.g. email. 

 
 SYNCHRONOUS INTERNET – Online interaction occurring independent of 

location, but at the same time (real time), e.g. internet chat. 
 
PRERECORDED VIDEO OR AUDIO – A video or audio communications that has been 
prerecorded on videotape or cassette. Recordings often complement other teaching 
methods, and content may be ongoing class sessions or specially produced for 
independent study. 
 
STUDENT – All students taking degree credit courses, irrespective of the time of day or 
workload of the student. 

 
BEGINNING FRESHMAN STUDENT – A full-time or part-time student attending 
any institution for the first time as a freshman.  Because part-time students are 
included, this number is not the same as the IPEDS first-time full-time count. 
 
COLLABORATIVE STUDENT – A student who enrolls in a course at an NDUS 
institution other than their home institution. 
 
DUAL CREDIT STUDENT – A high school student who enrolls in college classes 
and also earns high school credit. 
 
FIRST-TIME FRESHMAN STUDENT – A student attending any institution full-time 
for the first time at the undergraduate level.  Includes students enrolled in academic 
or occupational programs.  Also includes students enrolled in the fall term who 
attended college for the first time in the prior summer term, and students who 
entered with advanced standing (college credits earned before graduation from high 
school).  This is a specific group (or cohort) established for tracking purposes and 
reported to IPEDS. 
 
GRADUATE STUDENT – A students who holds a bachelor's or first professional 
degree, or equivalent, and is enrolled in a graduate degree program. 
 
NON-RESIDENT STUDENT – A nonresident student, for the purposes of this 
report, is a student with a legal domicile outside of North Dakota. 
 
PROFESSIONAL STUDENT – A student who has completed a baccalaureate 
degree and is enrolled in a post-baccalaureate program leading to a professional 
degree in law, medicine or pharmacy.  (Note: IPEDS and the SBHE Policy 
recognize pharmacy as a first professional program.  ConnectND is being adjusted 
to report pharmacy students as professional students.) 
 
RESIDENT STUDENT – A resident student, for the purposes of this report, is a 
student having legal domicile in North Dakota. 



 

 

SPECIAL/UNCLASSIFIED STUDENT – A student taking undergraduate or post-
baccalaureate level credit courses without declaring an intention to earn a degree, 
diploma, or certificate although taking courses in regular classes with other 
students. This category also includes students who cannot be classified by 
academic level. High school students enrolled in college classes are considered a 
special/unclassified student. 
 
TRANSFER STUDENT – A student entering the reporting institution for the first 
time but known to have previously attended a postsecondary institution at the same 
level, e.g. undergraduate, graduate). The student may transfer with or without 
credit.  
 
TRI-COLLEGE STUDENT – A student enrolled at Moorhead State University or 
Concordia College but also registered for one or more courses at NDSU. 
 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT – A student who is enrolled in an undergraduate 
program. The year-level designation of an undergraduate student is determined by 
institutional policy. 

 
STUDENTS' REPORTED HOME ADDRESS – The official home address as reported 
by the student. If no address is reported, the parents' address and then the local 
campus address is used. 
 
SYSTEM HEADCOUNT – Number of students enrolled in the NDUS, who are enrolled 
at more than one campus, following the twentieth day of classes in the term. 
 
TUITION RESIDENCY STATUS – Official institutionally determined residence for tuition 
purposes. 
 
TV BROADCAST – Communication using the capabilities of educational television 
broadcasting over established cable networks or otherwise. Programs can be viewed 
live or prerecorded for a later pre-determined time for viewing. 
 

LIVE – Faculty and students are in different locations at the same time. Only faculty 
member will be seen by the student, e.g. educational television network. 
 
PRERECORDED – Faculty and students are in separate locations at different times. 
A course on the educational television network may be prerecorded for later pre-
determined times of viewing. 

 
VIDEO 
 ONE-WAY VIDEO – A conference between different locations where the 

communication links are made between orbiting satellites and various points on 
Earth. The video connection only allows for the faculty member to be seen and 
heard by the students. 

 



 

 

 TWO-WAY VIDEO – A video and audio communications session between two or 
more remote sites with live, animated image transmission and display. This 
connection allows for both the faculty and students to be seen and heard by each 
other. 

 
UNDUPLICATED COUNTS – Students taking courses at more than one campus or 
through more than one instructional medium in the same semester are counted once. 
 
  



 

 

 
INSTITUTIONAL ABBREVIATIONS 

 
 
 

BSC  Bismarck State College 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

 

DCB  Dakota College at Bottineau 
Bottineau, ND 58318 

 
DSU  Dickinson State University 

Dickinson, ND 58601 
 

LRSC  Lake Region State College 
Devils Lake, ND 58301 
(prior to 1999, LRSC was aligned under UND and 
thus referred to as UND-LR) 

 

MaSU  Mayville State University 
Mayville, ND 58257 

 

MiSU  Minot State University 
Minot, ND 58707 

 

NDSCS  North Dakota State College of Science 
Wahpeton, ND 58076 

 

NDSU  North Dakota State University 
Fargo, ND 58108 

 

UND  University of North Dakota 
Grand Forks, ND 58202 

 

VCSU  Valley City State University 
Valley City, ND 58072 

 

WSC  Williston State College 
Williston, ND 58801 
(prior to 1999, WSC was aligned under UND and thus 
referred to as UND-W) 

 

JC  Jamestown College 
Jamestown, ND 58405 

 

UM  University of Mary 
Bismarck, ND 58504 
 



 

 

NOTES 
 
Under Enrollment Policy 440 adopted by the State Board of Higher Education in 
April of 2001, all degree credit enrollments are included in this report.  The policy 
is consistent with National IPEDS enrollment reporting.  Prior to the Fall of 2001 
some degree credit enrollments taught under “continuing education” or “self-
support” were not included in semester enrollment reports.  It is estimated that no 
more than 1,300 additional headcount enrollments were added to the Fall 2001 
Enrollment Report as a result of the policy change.  Since most of these students 
were only enrolled in one course the policy change does not have a major impact 
on full time equivalent enrollments. 

 
As part of an effort to provide complete and accurate enrollment reports in the 
Fall 2007 the census date for enrollment reporting became the end of the fourth 
week of class (20th class day).  Enrollment reports prior to that time were based 
on an end of the third week (15th class day) census date.  This change did not 
significantly change campus reported enrollment totals. 
 
The Fall 2010 enrollment data initially reported by DSU was later determined to 
include non-degree credit or non credit enrollments.  The DSU Fall 2010 
Enrollments have been revised to reflect only the enrollment of students 
determined to be in degree credit courses. 
 
State law and SBHE policy permit qualified high school students to enroll in 
college degree credit courses.  This had been referred to as “dual credit” since 
these courses could also meet high school credit requirements; however, not all 
high school student enrollments are dual credit situations.  Beginning with the 
Fall 2011 report the category previously titled “Dual Credit” has been re-named 
“High School Students Enrolled in College Coursework.”  The state Department 
of Public Instruction provides official information on students in actual dual credit 
situations.    
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