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Caveat Emptor

• My experiences with OER are in a university context
• OER still applies to other educational contexts!
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Where Are the OER?
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Repositories

There are websites dedicated to 
gathering OER course materials



University Collections



Open Access and Quasi-OER

• CC-licensed materials outside of OER repositories can still 
count as OER!

• Free to access ≠ OER



Metafinders

• Search multiple repositories at once!



Why Isn’t There a Main Repository?

Comic courtesy of Randall Munroe (CC BY-NC)

https://xkcd.com/927/


I Can Help! (and so can others)

• I have created a LibGuide at UND with links to many OER
• https://libguides.und.edu/oer

• Other universities have done the same
• University of Pittsburgh
• Illinois University
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology

https://libguides.und.edu/oer/educational
https://libguides.und.edu/oer
https://pitt.libguides.com/openeducation
https://guides.library.illinois.edu/oer
https://libguides.mit.edu/oer


But That’s Not What I Want!, 
or How I Learned to Stop 
Worrying and Love Remixing

Image courtesy of Jason 
(CC BY-NC)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jasonunbound/957332729/in/photolist-2sAzEH-4opdj9-bkwyuC-5t3reX-72FVkf-6pBGL-bBiSwb-291cvVU-27GA8sR-icqqx-7kcT7K-Mqik6-d3FE8s-BsR6P-5vNnt4-9mpKDt-5Zk2SW-StsaDP-oqA4b-as8dEV-9wq3Ph-BH5cs-2bUWaPa-rVisE-5WjCpm-4Zbpg-h8hiX-5LhCM4-b9NW82-9YVVUN-D5yc9-D5y8M-2pGENhj-Fm6k-9fhvQC-4Gbhtn-pQydBv-2ghoyaj-8ytbnZ-aBZnP9-773f61-2f5Ax-D5xwz-2xGpJ4-Fm7C-7BqAVp-omYXUV-7BqB88-7BupCj-7Buopo


OER ≠ Free Online Textbooks

• Don’t expect to find an OER doppelgänger for your favorite 
commercial textbook

• Introductory level OER easier to find than advanced level
• OER may not have the specific features or organization you 

like

Image courtesy of Kelly Verdeck (CC BY-ND)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rain0975/8483205209/in/photolist-dVCDmM-dVCDyg-eRHCx3-7VyH4E-9PXGj-4oxYK-eRwsoV-5B3QyG-6m82iC-tHR47A-9WZ8L-NiaaY-d8QbD-FxtHG-mtKpz1-CqHrs-ee5ypX-eebf4m-eebffb-ee5y7i-ee5y3D-eebfaw-eebf8Q-ee5xZv-ee5y2M-ee5yfc-ee5y56-eebeSd-62Ar9j-4V8KRA-4pBgeB-oRkTAF-bWdwe-cAt5f-5LbTfC-LJxgro-5LbTHy-4TMona-5LbS8h-4pBfJk-4pFiHs-73MJYW-5mcPc-5L7DYB-bKvig-4ZsaQg-2LpJBG-4GWVEW-5L7DPn-6qoTpn


Affordances of OER

• Retain: You have the right to access, keep, and copy the 
resource

• Reuse: You yourself can make use of a resource again and 
again

• Some CC license terms may restrict the specific contexts in 
which you can use a resource

I will never let you 
go.

Image courtesy of Twisted Realm (CC BY)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dan_vel/46565981322/in/photolist-2dWSPUW-c67wK5-bu2yXk-CmUFg3-TGhLrA-7f9tNS-2ohtepL-7Lod2C-6LwUTF-pmU2rM-wvYGrG-r8apY8-6HQVua-byn3f-nYLDfu-6uhgtD-FrxmEd-o1zQCz-52uCX8-UiT9ZP-2jBUgQG-HcHbT9-QR7GZZ-2k61h7r-2mJ48xw-6cdRX1-BMzPB7-upd8yL-eMdUwf-2j9qBGj-2sETW-2kg96yQ-b8RQtV-YmFUZz-9mWsam-9QPhpJ-6zRkuA-p7fpNo-gxDQxf-h9ETez-ng177Y-dPAkgn-AmkaL1-8Q9LTz-2mPQy3E-2pzvC9t-PWpLpX-n2a7k-LWVkTW-fyjGZs/


Affordances of OER

• Revise: You have the right to change the contents of a 
resource

• Write new passages, add new images, reorganize chapters!
• Localize the resource to suit your special circumstances
• Items with a “no derivatives” CC license are not considered 

true OER for this reason

Image courtesy of chris 
riebschlager (CC BY-NC)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/riebschlager/1073070041/in/photolist-2CPLkB-2bXqaGp-7XxCx4-dC6Bz-7XxCLT-4ARM4H-7MFL5L-aSa8w2-24Z8sTa-9y4sSS-beqZBr-cc9RNu-6Wutc1-7WiGtH-7UWCyj-aqwZA7-Yn2LX-NqJeB-Jc4Hzm-acH1vA-9y1uHk-7XARYL-7DcxKM-4oE8Wr-9BGKNB-7WiGeV-7Tyvve-7MBM1z-ezpGLa-2smj3-7UqjXq-9xCs2W-9V6eBX-2ckKAtc-4C8ygd-FHTLWB-kEuhPF-5BHPX7-9RmP57-5BHQiJ-7Dgk9d-38Qtwa-ecJPK-6mv2jy-kEwrzS-5DAjZv-kEuH1V-kEwrCN-kEuhEx-5BDzsx


Affordances of OER

• Remix: You have the right to combine resources into 
something new and original

• Create a new(-ish) OER by mixing and matching your 
favorite bits of existing OER

• Platforms like LibreTexts have tools that help with remixing

Image courtesy of Norma (CC BY-NC)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/44107028@N00/364271604/in/photolist-ybZfU-6oX25u-aP93Wc-dR97KP-cStnXs-avk8tS-yw7iR2-5pUrMA-vwjw6-2m1ek5Z-EBY9z-5YYYpp-mA5Gjv-aH8yBV-k2tq8-dYMgjH-aHLT78-Fx18Z-bK8kir-7wbhHN-6s62mE-5ywgxn-bp8FCx-2iKLw2a-e58miK-5qRT-2jqjwp-7M7gvg-39bE2M-epzVj-chZ9hC-2pvwMxw-aHLXqi-4wQ6Jk-evQ99z-G6Zs2-4cLzw5-6ypYNq-bK8kbM-r7EEn-r7ECf-r7D7P-6qb9hd-nRtBEC-4ornQ3-JMRLn-8VUz8e-3tHWns-3tDuhv-8SV3Ci


OER Affordances

• Redistribute: You have the right to share copies 
of a resource in its original, revised, or remixed 
form

• Add OER to other repositories
• It may feel funny to share and reproduce 

someone else’s work, but it’s OK with OER

Image courtesy of Sarah 
Ross (CC BY-NC)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/23680544@N07/4380491047/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23680544@N07/4380491047/


Inclusive Access:

A Brief Digression

Image courtesy of Chris Dlugosz 
(CC BY)
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What’s an “Inclusive Access”?

• Automatic textbook billing
• Students who register for a course are charged directly to 

their bursar bill for the required materials
• Students may opt-out of the program before the bill is sent
• Students have access to the material on the first day of 

school or earlier
• Provided course material is essentially “rented” and access 

is lost once the course is over



The Airing of Grievances

• Technical difficulties
• Viability of opt-out windows
• Reduction of consumer options
• Quibbles over actual student savings
• General complaints regarding 
digital content

Image courtesy of Xena*best friend* (Vera) 
(CC BY-NC-ND)
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Librarian Q&A Time!!

Image courtesy of MIKI Yoshihito (CC-BY)
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